
The River 
 

SUMMARY OF THE POEM 
Stanza 1 
In stanza 1, the river is characterized as a wanderer, a nomad and a tramp. The focus in 
stanza 1 is about the words wanderer, nomad and tramp. The river is like a person; a 
wanderer who keeps on moving from one place to the other without stopping at any 
particular place for long. Same goes to the river which continues flowing and never stops. 
 
Stanza 2 
In stanza 2, the river is characterized as a winder. It keeps twisting and turning and just 
can't seem to be able to keep still as if it does not rest or stops. Even though there are valleys 
or hills upfront, the river will continue flowing by adapting the surface of the Earth. It talks 
about the inability of the river to remain at rest like a child who is unable to keep still. 
 
Stanza 3 
In stanza 3, the river is portrayed as a hoarder. The river is like a person; a hoarder who 
likes to accumulate or gather things which are well hidden or guarded from others at its base 
or bottom. Because when the river flows, it won’t stop to evade things which come across its 
way. The river will carry all the things with it and bury them in the river bed. All the hidden 
things at the bottom of the river gives it a mysterious aura. 
 
Stanza 4 
In stanza 4, the river is pictured as a baby. The sound of running water of a river is 
characterized as the sound of a baby gurgling, humming and sucking his thumb. In 
addition, a baby’s voice sometimes can be too loud and sometimes it can be too slow. Same 
goes to the river, whenever he goes fast down the stream the sound is loud and when it 
comes to a more flat ground, the sound lessen and sometimes it cannot be heard. 
 
Stanza 5 
In stanza 5, the river is portrayed as a singer seeing that the river’s movement is significant 
to the movement of a singer on the stage. While moving, the river moves with sounds and the 
sound of flowing water of the river resonates and is heard throughout the countryside. 
 
Stanza 6 
The river is said to be a monster which can cause massive destruction when it's angry. 
Because, when the water level increases and the speed of the stream is boosted, it will be a 
disaster that no one could stop it until it alleviate itself. It shows how a calm river can turn 
into a destructive force of nature especially during a flood which in turn can destroy 
properties and even cause death to people. 

 

 

 

 

 


